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can ascertain, is probably about 140,000 ; and their places of
worship are 196 in number.

Of late the management of the Eoman Catholic Missions
has much improved. A few years ago, in consequence of
instructions from Eome, many of the churches were cleared
of the images. The seat of the bishopric has also been
removed from Quilon to Trevandrum, which is now occupied
by European priests; and improved plans and increased
instrumentalities for disseminating their doctrines amongst
the people are coming into operation.